Dear Friends,
I am writing my letter on 25th
January which in the church
calendar is celebrated as the
Conversion of St Paul.
Paul, when known as Saul, used
to persecute the early church
and was a devote Hebrew and
Pharisee. Yet on a journey to
Damascus he had an encounter
with Jesus and quickly came to
realise that Jesus truly was the
Messiah, the Son of God. This experience brought a complete change is
his life, changing his mind, turning his life around and becoming known
as Paul.
We will all have changed our minds about something in the past and
know that that is not always an easy thing to do. There can be many
sleepless nights as we wrestle with what is the right thing to do. It can
sometimes mean we have to leave friends behind and make new ones.
In the conversion of St Paul a man called Ananias is important. He is
brave enough to respond to God and talk to Saul, a man who is known
for persecuting Jesus followers, so Ananias is putting his life at risk.
Then Barnabas also has the courage to introduce Paul to the Christians
in Jerusalem and encourage Paul as a newly converted Christian.
Paul changed his mind about who Jesus is and was encouraged and
supported by Ananias and Barnabas. Maybe you are trying to tease out
whether it is time for you change something in your life or maybe there
is someone at present who needs your encouragement.
Thanks to the support of other Christian’s Saul became Paul, one of the
greatest evangelists and theologians for Christ. Maybe your support of

another person could prove to be of significance not just to them, but
to many others too.
Yours in Christ,

Covid 19
With the easing of Plan B, the instruction on wearing masks has been
eased once again. With numbers still high in the northwest the
Blackburn Diocese continues to recommend the wearing of masks in
church, especially as this helps to protect those more vulnerable.
As both our churches are quite large, we do not feel the need to insist
on the wearing of masks through our services, but would ask that you
wear them as you move through the building, especially when you come
forward to receive communion. We will continue to aim to keep a
couple of doors open to keep air circulating, if the weather permits.
Please be assured those preparing the bread and wine and those
administering it are being thorough with hygiene as we know how
important this is for us all. We will be continuing to offer the wine with
the pipette, as we have got used too, for some time to come.

From the Registers
Funerals
January
Peter Payne
William Ainsworth
David Willis
Ian Hilton
Baptisms
Oscar Verncombe

Mission Enabler
As you may already be aware the appointment after the initial
interviews has fallen though. We are disappointed with this, but remain
committed to making the right appointment.
The Bishop of Burnley has assured Nick that the diocese is committed to
making an appointment as soon as possible and so the post is being
readvertised.
We will keep you up to date with development and ask for your
continue prayers that we will recognise the person God is calling to be
our Mission Enabler.

JC Lytham
The notices of the Pastoral Scheme to bring our churches together
continues to be on display at both churches. Unless there is a serious
concern raised about the scheme it is planned to come into being on 1st
March.
The PCC have been working hard in preparation for this and there will
be a period of overlap and transition.
We are planning ways for celebrating the new parish and letting the
people of Lytham know about it. Look out for more details.

Bible Study
Our next ‘Back to Basics - not so much a Bible Study as a study of the
Bible’, led by Revd Colin Crumpton is on the very important topic of
MONEY - asking what is it to do with God?
This is such an important theme for us especially as we look to the
funding of the new parish. Colin has great experience of the primacy of
giving in his own parish ministry and the powerful impact in can have on
growing God’s kingdom in that place.
Please do try to come along, we are sure it will be inspiring, challenging
and thought proving.
We meet on Monday 7th February at 7.00pm at Fosbrooke House, 8
Clifton Drive, FY8 5RQ, all welcome

Diocese
The following article has recently been shared on the Blackburn
Diocesan website. We thought you would find it interesting especially as
Revd Helen Houston who assists us here in Lytham so generously, is a
Chaplain at Blackpool Teaching Hospital and Trinity Hospice.

A recent visit to
Clitheroe Community
Hospital in Lancashire
by the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge,
William and Kate, was
also an opportunity for
gain insight into the
vital work of NHS
hospital chaplains.
The Royals were guests of East Lancashire Hospitals NHS Trust (ELHT)
and their charity ‘ELHT&Me’ in their roles as Royal Patrons of NHS
Charities Together.
They met NHS staff to hear about their incredible work caring for
patients and families throughout the Covid-19 pandemic.
William was heard to comment: “We’re so grateful for all your hard
work. I’m not sure there are enough words to say how grateful
everyone is for what you have done.”
During their visit, the Duke and Duchess were also introduced to an
adorable trainee therapy puppy dog called ‘Alfie’ by hospital chaplain,
Rev Canon Andrew Horsfall.
Alfie – a cockapoo – is the second dog to join the team and is funded by
a grant from NHS Charities Together, via ELHT&Me.

While they gave Alfie a cuddle, Rev Horsfall provided William and Kate
with some insights into the work of the Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care
Service; particularly how it has provided invaluable support to staff,
patients and patients’ families throughout the pandemic.
One of the more unusual but highly significant and valued aspects of
this work has been the introduction of the therapy dogs like Alfie, who
can bring some joy and comfort in difficult times.
Reflecting on the Royal visit a few days on, Rev Horsfall commented
today: “As chaplains, we are constantly seeking to support the wellbeing
of everyone involved in the hospital in whatever ways we can. This
Royal visit was a great opportunity to highlight that work and the Duke
and Duchess took a great interest in what we do and thanked us for our
care.
“Meanwhile, Alfie proved to be a great ambassador for us! He was the
star of the day; William and Kate loved him!
“We have a handler who looks after the therapy dog and the Spiritual
Care Service also oversees the work to acquire, train and deploy the
therapy dogs in the most beneficial ways.”
Rev Horsfall continued: “Alfie’s role, along with our much loved and
experienced therapy dog Jasper, is to help people to feel better and to
make them smile.
“During the peaks of the pandemic, my amazing NHS colleagues were
giving their all in caring for patients. We found that providing space for
them to come and cry; talk with us if they wished, reflect on their
experiences and then go back to the wards to carry on giving of
themselves was very much appreciated.”
Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care Services like the one provided through
ELHT are multi-faith and are a vital part of the services offered by the
NHS locally, regionally and nationally.

The hopes and fears, worries and aspirations of people in a hospital
context mean each person has their own unique spiritual and pastoral
needs. The Chaplains are available to speak with anyone who needs
their support whether they are a person of faith or not.
Rev. Horsfall added: “Coming into hospital can sometimes be unsettling
and stressful. Patients, relatives and carers may find it helpful to have
someone to talk to.
“Sometimes it just helps to have someone alongside to think things
through; someone with the time to listen. We offer that chance of some
space and time with a person who understands.”
Chaplains are members of hospital staff and provide spiritual, religious
and pastoral care to patients, their relatives and the staff. There are
Christian chaplains (Church of England, Free Church and Roman
Catholic) as well as Muslim chaplains; and representatives of other
faiths can be called in as and when appropriate.

Mothers Union
Our next meeting is on
Thursday 10th February at
2.30pm in church and will be the Annual General Meeting. We welcome
as our speaker the Rev. Peter Law Jones.
The World Day of Prayer is to be held this year at the Drive Methodist
Church, St. Annes on Friday 4th March at 2.00pm. All welcome.
Margaret Fisher

Sponsorship of the Service Sheet and Flowers
We are delighted that flowers are back in church and the Service Sheet
and Flower sponsorships at St Cuthbert’s continue to be available and are
always most welcome. It may, for example, be considered appropriate to
do this in memory of a loved one or at the time of a special event within
the family. Name/s and suitable wording chosen by the donor will feature
on the service sheet. The cost of each sponsorship is £25.00; for the
sponsorship of both together, the cost is £40.00. Arrangements should
be made via the Parish Office, at least four weeks in advance. For those
who are taxpayers, there is a reminder that gift-aiding the money will
provide even greater financial benefit to the Church. In order to do this,
please complete the details on the front of the envelope.

Community Craft Group
The Community Craft group has talents in the group, knitters, card
crafters, sewers and designers.
Others are very welcome to come along and we invite you to bring your
own projects and enjoy a cup of coffee, tea and biscuits, lots of laughs
and plenty of conversation.
Contact Liz Willis 07771634818 or Hazel Lanigan 01253 737988

Kitchen
We are pleased to say that we have received the faculty permission from
the Archdeacon of Lancaster to proceed with installing a new kitchen at
St Cuthbert’s. The PCC have accepted a quotation and we expect work
to proceed in the near future. Thank you to everyone who has worked
hard to raise the money required and get the plans in place.
We look forward to serving our first teas and coffees before too long.

The Childhood of Jesus
On 2 February the liturgical calendar celebrates a scene from early in
Jesus’s life, when he was presented in the Temple and was prophetically
greeted by Anna and Simeon. This a feast-day that has several different
names: the Purification of the Blessed Virgin (pre-Reformation); the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Common Worship); and Candlemas
(a popular name from before the Norman Conquest). Everyone came to
the church with a lighted candle, the light-filled nave dramatically
enacting Simeon’s words that the child would be ‘a light to lighten the
gentiles’. And so, the service got its everyday name: in a world of firelight
and the guttering flame of perhaps a single precious candle, it was only
at the Mass of Candles that ordinary people would see an enclosed space
so wonderfully illuminated.
There is only one other story about Jesus’s childhood before we come to
his baptism and ministry, and that is the account of his visit to the Temple
in Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph when he was twelve years old and
became so absorbed in debating with the teachers that he was left
behind when the group that he and his parents were travelling with set
off on the journey back to Nazareth. The purpose of the story is to show
that Jesus had an extraordinary familiarity with and curiosity about his
faith to a level way beyond his years, and — significantly — it is in his
reply to Mary that he first claims God as his Father and looks forward to
a divine ministry.
It is only Luke’s gospel that has these two childhood stories, and both
relate to Jewish religious practice. It is as if the author, with gentile
Christians in mind as his audience, wished to make clear that Jesus had
indeed been brought up in the great Jewish faith, out of which the new
message grows. Matthew is the only other gospel dealing with Jesus’s
lifetime beginnings. But this text presents Jesus’s Messiah-ship through a
detailed genealogy and demonstration of prophesy-fulfilment, requiring
an embedded knowledge of Jewish scriptures such as Luke’s audience
would be unlikely to have. Tellingly, it is Luke, in his account of the

Presentation, who foretells the outreach to the gentiles through the
words of Simeon.
So, in historical terms, what is going on in this second childhood story?
That Jesus was twelve years old indicates that he was at the point of
accepting his responsibilities as an adult in the Jewish faith, marked by a
ceremony in the local synagogue. Preparation for it involved studying, as
it still does for the bar-mitzvah. Perhaps the visit to Jerusalem for
Passover was a further marker of this stage in Jesus’s life: it was, after all,
a long and potentially dangerous journey south from Galilee (hence the
need to travel in a group), so it would be a special event for a family of
modest means with children to consider. Their primary destination, the
Temple, was the grandiose renovation and enlargement recently carried
out by Herod the Great in a bid for popularity. The learned teachers were
probably in an outer courtyard where, following the Passover, they made
themselves available for public discourse and teaching.
Luke’s account is full of human touches, and this attracted the great
Cistercian abbot, Ailred of Rievaulx, In the early 1160s he wrote a short
and engaging spiritual treatise on it, entitled Jesus as a Boy of Twelve
(although of course the whole thing was in Latin). It’s available in
translation.
Joyce Hill

PRIZE Quiz Questions for February: COLOURS
Colours play essential, unique rôles in our lives. They ensure visual
appeal and inspiration; without them, the world would surely be a
gloomier place. We often take them for granted, but try to imagine the
absence of the colours of a rainbow or the Northern Lights, the beauty
of flowers and plants, or the magnificence of a sunrise or sunset.
Colours fulfil so many purposes. They are used throughout the Bible to
reflect meanings and spiritual truths. On national flags, colours give
identity to a country’s history or values. Political parties use them to
express their ideologies. Colours can communicate without words by

affecting our emotions. Do you sometimes feel blue, or green with
envy? Is everything in your world black and white?
Here are forty challenges involving colours, either in the stem or in the
answer. After spending time with them, you may well be seeing red!
A prize awaits the sender of the first all-correct set of answers
submitted by Sunday, 13th February. In keeping with COLOURS, my
options for the prize are red, white or rosé.
email: davidrmatthews@hotmail.com The compiler’s decision is final.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Name the nine entertaining RAF fliers.
An eighteen hole links maintainer.
A lady of criminal transport.
Name the hirsute ladykiller.
How many points are scored by potting the green snooker ball?
The Blue John Cavern is in which of our National Parks?
Name the first Conan Doyle story involving Holmes and Watson.
The first Green Party MP was elected to Parliament in 2010.
Who was she?
9. Which liturgical colour is on display during Lent?
10. Henry Dunant is best known as the founder of which organisation?
11. Which stamp was first issued in Britain on 1st May 1840?
12. In Belgium and The Netherlands, what is the equivalent of the
Yellow Pages telephone directory?
13. Which singer gave birth to her daughter Blue Ivy on 7th January
2012?
14. What colour is the zero on a roulette wheel?
15. It sounds as if an embarrassed amphibian won the Grand National
in 1968?
16. Isaiah 1.18 is rich in colours: three of them. What are they?
17. It seems as though the battle fought on 4th June 1859 was a
colourful affair.
18. How many colours appear in the visible light part of the spectrum?
19. In which century did the Black Death take place?
20. Which pigment is present in all green plants to give them

their colour?
21. What is the full name of the world’s first test tube baby
born in 1978?
The following words are taken from which songs?
22. .. to rest my eyes in shades of green ..
23. .. and in a dark brown voice she said ..
24. .. see Mrs Grey she’s proud today because her roses are in
bloom ..
25. How many different colours are there on the flag of South Africa?
26. Which colour of shirt do you see on the players of Aston Villa
and Burnley?
27. Name the longest river in South Africa.
28. How many black squares are there on a chessboard?
29. What colour is the live wire in a UK electrical plug?
30. Which colour of flag is flown on a ship to indicate that there
is disease on board?
31. Which reptile has the ability to change its colour?
32. Name the word used to describe a fear of colours?
33. Who wrote the book Anne of Green Gables?
34. Is this pulled tightly around England’s middle in order to prevent
overdevelopment?
35. In F1, what is the colour of the flag that requires drivers to slow
down because there is a hazard on the track?
36. Jeremiah 11.16 and Hosea 14.8 have this colour in common.
37. The Red Brigade was a paramilitary organization based in which
country?
38. What is the red pigment originally made from the mineral
cinnabar?
39. In the abbreviation CMYK used by printers, what does the letter C
stand for?
40. Which group felt they were just another brick in the wall?
Answers to these questions will appear in the next issue.
Quiz questions for January: Lancashire and the Lake District:

Are You An Aficionado?: ANSWERS
1. Preston, 2. Blackpool Tower, 3. 1295, 4. On board the Titanic,
5. Rent collector, 6. Stonyhurst College, 7. Curling, 8. Nick Park,
9. Rochdale, 10. Carnforth, 11. The numbering order around the board,
12. Lytham, 13. Gooseberry, 14. Fisherman’s Friend, 15. Sunderland
Point, 16. The Harry Potter books, 17. 2006, 18. Warwickshire,
19. Edwin Booth, 20. Richard Ansdell, 21. John Ruskin, 22. Ulverston,
23. Sticky toffee pudding, 24. Kendal mint cake, 25. Fell running,
26. Haweswater, 27. Honister Slate Mine, 28. Pencil museum,
29. Grasmere, 30. Real name of Stan Laurel, 31. The World of Beatrix
Potter, 32. Gurning championships, 33. Mary Queen of Scots,
34. Lakeland, 35. Derwentwater, 36. Helvellyn, 37. Haystacks,
38. Blencathra, 39. Santon Bridge [honestly!], 40. Scale Force near
Buttermere.

Table Top Sales
If you are interested in booking a table, please contact the Organiser,
Marlene, on 07902 092 215.
The dates for 2022:
2022.

25th February, 26th March, 30th April and 28th May

St Cuthbert’s Church Hall – For more info call 01253 736488
Monday

6pm-8pm

Tuesday

9am-3pm
Tumble Tots –
Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com

Wednesday

Yoga – Nicola 07752155014

6pm-7pm

Beavers (term time)

7pm-9pm

Scouts (term time)

9.30am-11.30am Bertie Bears (term time)
1.45pm-4pm Over 50’s Table Tennis
7pm-8.30pm Pilates – Georgia – 07875590724

Thursday

9.45am-11am On Broadway Dance
Bellybuttonmonster@yahoo.co.uk
5pm-6pm

Rainbows (term time)

6.30pm-7.30pm Brownies (term time)

FYLDE COAST ARC LTD

For all your accident
repair needs.
We are able to professionally repair all makes of vehicle and can
provide free advice on all insurance/private work. We have been
building our business steadily since 1980. Today you will find us offering
an exceptional service to the Fylde Coast and surrounding
areas. Situated at Blackpool Enterprise Zone at Blackpool Airport.
Please go to www.arcblackpool.co.uk to find our easy to get to location
with ample parking available. Please call our customer service advisors
on 01253 347600.

Creating
dwellingsininLytham
Lytham
Creatingquality
quality dwellings
www.windmillhomes.co.uk
www.windmillhomes.co.uk
Telephone:
Telephone:
01253736601
736601
01253
nicola@windmillgroup.org.uk
nicola@windmillgroup.org.uk

CHRIS DANBY
MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR
MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION
New Memorials
Additional Inscriptions
Cleaned and Renovated
1 Keilder Court, Lytham, FY8 4TN
Telephone: (01253) 735547
Mobile Number: 07999076534

www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk
email: chris@chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk

WORKING TOGETHER TO MEET CUSTOMER NEEDS
UNIT 1, THE MILL, BOUNDARY ROAD, LYTHAM

Telephone: 01253 734581
Fence Panels and Garden gates made to measure with fitting
service available. Phone for a free visit and estimate.

We sell a complete range of Trade and D.I.Y products including Timber,
Ironmongery, Building supplies and much more.

A.P. Nelson
MONUMENTAL MASON AND LETTERCUTTER
All Aspects of Memorial Work
New memorials, additional
inscriptions and renovations
27 Albrighton Close, Lostock Hall, Preston, PR5 5LJ

Telephone: 07960 611711
Email: tonynelso@yahoo.co.uk

The Ministry Team
Vicar:

Revd Nick Wells
01253 279676

Hon. Assistant Priest:

Licensed Lay
Ministers:

Revd Helen Houston
Revd Peter Law-Jones

Joanne Hutchinson
David Matthews
Nicola Whitehead

Angela Lee
Bev Wells

Our worship services
Daily Prayer will be said on Facebook at 9am on Monday Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings for the time being.

8:30am
BCP Holy
Communion
10:15am
CW Holy
Communion
10:15am
Service of
the Word
12noon
Baptisms

Wednesday
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BCP Holy
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Parish Office
St Cuthbert’s Church Hall
Church Road
Lytham
FY8 5QL
Tel : 01253 736488
Email: parishoffice@stcuthbertslytham.org
Usual office hours: Monday – Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm
The Vicar’s Day off is Friday; if you need urgent support on a
Friday, please contact Fiona in the office who will be able to put
you in touch with someone who can help.
Website: www.stcuthbertslytham.org.uk
Facebook pages: St John Lytham
St Cuthbert Lytham
Twitter: @cuthbertslytham
YouTube Channel: St Cuthbert’s Lytham

Lytham St Cuthbert is a charity registered in England and Wales
Charity Registration No. 1143673
Registered Office: - St Cuthberts Church, Church Road,
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 5QL
Lytham St John is a charity by exception.

