Dear Friends,
We are currently displaying notice of
the Pastoral Scheme to bring the
churches of St John the Divine and
St Cuthbert together as one parish.
We have spoken a good deal about
this for well over a year now and
both PCCs and both Annual
Parochial Church Meetings have
agreed the change unanimously.
Please do take time to look at the
official paperwork and if you wish to
share an opinion you may do so through the advertised contact.
The process has taken a little longer than we had been led to believe, but then
the Church of England is not renown for being light on its feet. My Dad used
to say, ‘like a mighty tortoise moves the church of God!’.
The PCC have been preparing for this and we will now have to refocus our
efforts to ensure good policies are adopted, fresh role descriptions draw up,
the new parish is properly registered with Charity Commissioners, the former
parish correctly rolled up and finances brought together ensuring restricted
funds are preserved.
I believe we are putting strong foundations for the Church of England’s mission
in Lytham. The combined parish of JC Lytham will see us renewing our efforts
to truly reflect the love of God into the town together. The new parish will
mean we can share resources and talents, refresh our worship, engage with
children and young people, improve our pastoral care, and fulfil Jesus
commission from Matthew chapter 28 to make disciples of all people baptising
them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

We hope the scheme will be in place before Easter and we look forward to
celebrating our future with the whole community of Lytham.
Yours in Christ,

Christmas Thanks
We extend our grateful thanks to everyone who has worked so hard to help us
prepare for and celebrate Christmas. It is really appreciated.

Covid 19
The past few weeks has seen much discussion about booster jabs, additional
restriction and further uncertainty. The pandemic seems to be wearing many
of us down, so please try to take care of yourselves.
The churchwardens and I talk frequently about how we conduct our services
and we are committed to both making it safe and offering acts of worship.
One or two people have expressed a little concern over receiving communion.
Please be assured those preparing the bread and wine and those
administering it are being thorough with hygiene as we know how important
this is for us all. We will be continuing to offer the wine with the pipette, as
we have got used too, for some time to come.

From the Registers
Funerals
December
3rd

Jim Rowley

9th

Dennis Quinlan

Revd Peter Law Jones
You may already have noticed that the Revd Peter Law Jones is kindly assisting
us with our services. Peter, formally vicar of St Thomas’, St Annes and Area
Dean of Kirkham as recently retired back to the Fylde coast and begun to
worship with us. We extend a warm welcome to him and look forward to
sharing in his ministry here, his wisdom and experience is much appreciated.

Licencing of LLMs
All the Licensed Lay Ministers (formerly known as Readers) of the Blackburn
Diocese are being relicensed at present. David, Nicola and Joanne have been
able to attend licensing services already. However, as Bev and Angela have
not been able to be relicensed yet, they are going to be relicensed on Sunday
16th January during the10:15am service of Holy Communion at St John’s.
Ruth Haldane the Diocesan Warden of Lay Ministry will be with us for the
service as will a few other LLMs who will be relicensed too.
We must pay tribute to each one of our LLMs as we would not have been able
to maintain all the services, we have through 2021 without their commitment
and faithfulness.
There will be a Service of the Word at St Cuthbert’s as usual that morning, but
we hope you will hold all our LLMs in your prayers that day.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Our Covenant Service is this year is being led by and hosted by the Hope
Church on Preston Road. It is wonderful that they have become members of
The Churches in Lytham once again and we look forward to being with them.
The service is on Sunday 23rd January at 10:30am. There will be a BCP
Communion at St John’s at 8:30am that morning too.

In the light of this we will not be following our usual pattern of services on
30th January (a fifth Sunday) and will have services at 10:15am in both
churches.

Mothers Union
Our Christmas Lunch at
Lytham Hall on 14th
December was very much enjoyed by all present. The raffle raised
£77.00 for MU Funds.
We meet in the New Year on Thursday 13th January at 2.30pm in
Church when our speaker will be Mr. Brian Baker who will tell us of his
career at Liberty's of London. All welcome.
We hope and pray 2022 will be better in every way possible and that we
are all kept safe from the harm of Covid.
Happy and Healthy New Year to Everyone.

Margaret Fisher

Sponsorship of the Service Sheet and Flowers
We are delighted that flowers are back in church and the Service Sheet
and Flower sponsorships at St Cuthbert’s continue to be available and are
always most welcome. It may, for example, be considered appropriate to
do this in memory of a loved one or at the time of a special event within
the family. Name/s and suitable wording chosen by the donor will feature
on the service sheet. The cost of each sponsorship is £25.00; for the
sponsorship of both together, the cost is £40.00. Arrangements should
be made via the Parish Office, at least four weeks in advance. For those
who are taxpayers, there is a reminder that gift-aiding the money will
provide even greater financial benefit to the Church. In order to do this,
please complete the details on the front of the envelope.

Community Craft Group
The Community Craft group has talents in the group, knitters, card
crafters, sewers and designers.
Others are very welcome to come along and we invite you to bring your
own projects and enjoy a cup of coffee, tea and biscuits, lots of laughs
and plenty of conversation.
Contact Liz Willis 07771634818 or Hazel Lanigan 01253 737988

Bishop’s Christmas Message
If you didn’t catch it here is our Bishop’s
Christmas Message
I know that statistics can be made to
say almost anything and are often hard
to check. But recently I heard that every
second of the day someone in the world
loses their home due to climate change.
And given the scale and seriousness of
the crisis, I can believe it.
Being able to live in a place called home is so important for human wellbeing,
for mental health, for stability and security. The growing number of refugees
and asylum seekers around the world and record numbers of migrants trying
to cross the Channel this year highlights the international homelessness crisis.
Just this week more than 50 people have died in Mexico when a lorry carrying
160 migrants crashed and overturned. Also, this week the Pope has visited a
refugee camp in Greece, condemning migrant exploitation.
And all this migration leads too often to temporary and very basic
accommodation, which too easily lasts much longer than it should. And sadly,
that is happening in our own country. There are a number of people currently
seeking to set up an All-Party Parliamentary Group to address the crisis in
temporary accommodation in our society.

Around 96,000 households are trapped in temporary housing, for too long and
sometimes below a reasonable standard. An ITN reporter, Dan Hewitt, has
been unearthing the scandal of overcrowding, squalor and dishonesty in some
of the arrangements for temporary accommodation.
This sad reflection on our society is highlighted more sharply in this Christmas
season, when time at home with family and friends is all part of the end of
year holiday. There's a kind of expectation that everyone will have a great
time, but the challenges of 2021 and the ongoing regulations to prevent the
spread of the variant viruses mean for many it is going to be tough.
Money is tighter, food parcels and ‘love your neighbour’ gifts are needed, and
everything, including the heating, costs more.
The Archbishop of Canterbury has created a Housing Commission, which made
its first report this year and which looks at ways in which as a society we can
address some of our serious housing needs. And the church is committed to
playing its part. Just this week I heard of a parish in the diocese which in a
development scheme is providing 'affordable homes'. Great news!
And it is here that the Christian faith in our Christmas celebrations has
something extraordinary to say. We proclaim that God, the Creator of this
wonderful universe, chose to leave home to live here on earth, to be born
from the womb of a teenage girl, which was His home for nine months.
Then he entered the world in humble surroundings, to find Himself in those
early months fleeing as a refugee to a foreign country. In His own words to
have nowhere of His own to call home or lay His head and eventually to be
driven out of the world He had made and loves.
Here is a God who knows the pain and anguish of the migrant homelessness
story. Jesus through His death was taken to the lowest place - separation from
His Father - because He took on Himself the consequences of our selfishness
and wrongdoing and through His resurrection has opened up a way to triumph
over all that spoils His world.
Yes, we do whatever we can to meet human need. Using the words of
the Crisis at Christmas advert this year, everyone needs a home. The
homelessness and temporary accommodation crisis must be on our agenda.

And may it serve as a reminder that all our accommodation in this life is
temporary, a preparation for the transition into the life of the world beyond
death.

William Laud
Usually, my article for January deals with some aspect of Epiphany, a
major liturgical season which begins on 6 January. But January has several
commemorations in the Common Worship calendar, so this year I’ve
decided to write about one of these: William Laud, Archbishop of
Canterbury, whom we remember on 10 January, the anniversary of his
beheading on Tower Hill.
Laud is often said to have had quite humble beginnings, and to a degree
that’s true: his father was a clothier or master-tailor, but his mother was
sister of Sir William Webbe, who became Lord Mayor of London. So,
although not from the gentry, Laud was from a reasonably wellestablished background, and in 1589 he became a student at St John’s
College Oxford, graduating as Doctor of Divinity by 1604.
Even at this stage in his career, he was openly hostile to the quite plain
way of doing things associated with the Calvinists, who were coming to
dominate under the new rule of James I (1603-25). This is what
characterises Laud: throughout his public life he fought to restore
something of the solemnity of pre-Reformation liturgical practice. He
thought the altar was more important than the pulpit, a view not shared
by the Calvinists or Puritans; he wished to have the holy altar sited at the
east end of the choir and protected by rails, rather than in the centre of
the choir, as was more common at the time; and he was a convinced
supporter of the ecclesiastical hierarchy, proclaiming that ‘there could be
no true church without diocesan episcopacy’. As Laud rose up through
the ecclesiastical hierarchy himself, he was increasingly able to enforce
his views, despite their increasing unpopularity as the Puritans gradually

gained the upper hand. The outcome, perhaps predictably, was that
those who held opposing views began to unify against him.
Laud became Dean of Gloucester in 1616, Bishop of St David’s in 1621,
Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1626, Bishop of London in 1628, and finally
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633. Charles I (1629-45) at first put a great
deal of trust in him, but this waned as Charles came to recognise that
Laud’s determined enforcement of ritual was adding to the growing
divisions in church and state. This, together with what was Laud’s
probably unavoidable entanglement with the increasing political turmoil
around Charles, meant that by 1640 Laud’s enemies felt able to accuse
him of treason and have him imprisoned in the Tower and then
beheaded. In the end he was a victim of the tussle between King and
Parliament: it was Parliament that pressed for his execution, despite the
fact that no specific treasonable acts were identified, and despite the fact
also that the increasingly powerless Charles granted him a royal pardon.
History swung in Laud’s favour when, following the Civil War and the
puritanical Commonwealth period, the Church of England, in a more
monarchical guise, was restored under Charles II. His reputation has
grown since then as a result of the increasingly formal liturgical practices
adopted by the Church of England in the nineteenth century.
Laud was a considerable scholar and for a time was Chancellor of Oxford,
creating professorships in Hebrew and Arabic, donating a considerable
collection of manuscripts to the Bodleian Library, and carrying through a
number of fundamental reforms in the way the university was run. He
was also notable in his support of other scholars. But there is no doubt
that many of the difficulties he faced were of his own making.
Joyce Hill

Quiz Questions for January:
Lancashire and the Lake District: Are You An Aficionado?
The county of Lancashire has a colourful, varied past. Lancaster Castle, at
the lowest crossing point of the River Lune, was a key fortification against
invading Scots. It was the venue for the trial of the Pendle Witches in
1612. Coal and the industrial revolution transformed the county’s
economy though, in due course, a cotton famine forced many of its
people into poverty and urban dereliction, which is now being addressed.
Yet the area also possesses some of the most attractive countryside in
England.
It was in the late 18th century that visitors to the Lake District discovered
the area’s beauty and charm. It became associated with English writers
and poets, notably William Wordsworth and Beatrix Potter. During the
early 20th century tourism grew steadily, particularly with the advent of
the motor car. Today, the months of summer see holidaymakers, walkers
and hikers arrive in droves. The Lake District National Park gained World
Heritage Site status in 2017.
How well do you know these areas and their people? Find out here.
1. The Administrative HQ of Lancashire is in which city?
2. In 1998, a ‘Walk of faith’ was opened at which seaside attraction?
3. In which year on 27th November did Lancashire first send
representatives to Parliament?
4. Where was Wallace Hartley from Colne at the time of his death in
1912?
5. What day job did L S Lowry have for more than forty years?
6. Arthur Conan Doyle scratched his name on a desk at which Lancashire
school?
7. England’s only arena for which sport can found at Barton?
8. Name the Lancastrian who created the characters Wallace and
Gromit.
9. In which Lancashire town was the Co-operative Movement founded?
10. The river Keer, the Lancaster Canal, the A6 and the West Coast main

line all pass-through which town?
11. In 1896, what innovation did Brian Gamlin of Bury introduce into the
game of darts?
12. Strong autumnal winds recently damaged the sails of this town’s
landmark windmill.
13. Which fruit has the varieties Lord Kitchener, White Lion and
Lancashire Lad?
14. Liquorice, capsicum, eucalyptus and menthol are the main
ingredients of which well-known Fleetwood product?
15. Where is the first bale of cotton to arrive in Britain reputed to have
been brought ashore?
16. The idea for which magical series of books came to the author on a
train from Manchester?
17. In which year was the Singing Ringing Tree unveiled in the Pennine
hills?
18. Which team pipped Lancashire to the 2021 County Cricket
Championship title with victory over Somerset?
19. Who became the High Sheriff of Lancashire during 2021?
20. An area local to Lytham is the only place in Britain to be named after
an artist. Born in Liverpool in 1815, he became a member of the Royal
Academy and was known for his paintings of animals and landscapes.
Who was he?
21. Name the social reformer who is remembered in a museum at his
former home overlooking Coniston Water.
22. In which town was Stan Laurel born in 1890?
23. The village of Cartmel claims to be the home of which dessert?
24. Which confectionery has helped power expeditions to Everest and
the North and South poles?
25. Joss Naylor MBE is a famous name in which sport?
26. At times of drought, this village reappears. Where is it?
27. A product of the Lake District can be found in London on Buckingham
Palace, St Paul’s Cathedral and The Ritz Hotel. Where does it come
from?
28. Do you get the point of the museum that opened in Keswick in 1981?
29. Which village did Wordsworth refer to as ‘the loveliest spot that man

hath ever found’?
30. How is Arthur Jefferson linked to question 22.?
31. hop-skip-jump.com is the website of which Bowness visitor
attraction?
32. World Championships take place annually in Egremont. Which ones?
[Don’t pull your face.]
33. Who was briefly imprisoned in Carlisle Castle in 1567?
34. Which chain of British kitchenware stores is still based where it was
founded in Windermere?
35. Two islands on which lake were inhabited, one by St Herbert and the
other by a colony of German miners in the 16th century?
36. Name the third highest peak in England.
37. Which fell did Alfred Wainwright consider to be his personal
favourite?
38. By what other name is the northerly Saddleback also known?
39. The Biggest Liar in the World contest takes place in which Wasdale
village? [Honestly?]
40. Which is the Lake District’s highest waterfall?
Answers to these questions will appear in the next issue.
Quiz questions for December: STRICTLY CHRISTMAS: Answers
1. From the 1992 film Strictly Ballroom, 2. 2004, 3. Alan Dedicoat, 4.
Singer, 5. Eve Pollard, 6. The American Smooth and the freestyle
showdance in the final, 7. Natasha Kaplinsky and Brendan Cole, 8.
Quentin Willson, 9. Natasha Kaplinsky, 10. Argentine Tango, 11. Series 3
and 4 [Darren Gough, Mark Ramprakash], 12. Lilia Kopylova, 13. Ronnie
Corbett, 14. Edwina Currie, 15. Johnny Ball, 16. Saffron Barker, Tilly
Ramsey, 17. Tony Jacklin, 18. Donny Osmond, 19. Caroline Flack, 20.
Karen Hardy, 21. Katherine Jenkins, 22. Aliona Vilani [2011, 2015], Oti
Mabusi [2019, 2020], 23. Jay McGuinness, 24. Giovanni Pernice and Rose
Ayling-Ellis, 25. As for no. 24. 26. False, 27. Purple, 28. Ten, 29. Charles
Wesley, 30. God with us, 31. Circles symbolize eternity, 32. Joy, 33. Born
on Christmas Day, 34. Christmas Eve, 35. The Snowman, 36. William the
Conqueror, 1066, 37. Matthew, Luke, 38. Three French hens, 39. Narnia,

40. Blitzen, 41. Middlesbrough, 42. Vitamins A and C, 43. Elvis Presley, 44.
The Stone of Scone, 45. Prince Albert, 46. Little Women by Louisa May
Alcott, 47. 1966, 48. Jingle bells, Frosty the Snowman, We Three Kings,
49. A mince pie, 50. Balthasar, Melchior and Caspar.

St Cuthbert’s Church Hall
Monday

6pm-8pm

Tuesday

9am-3pm
Tumble Tots –
Tumbletotslynz@hotmail.com

Wednesday

Yoga – Nicola 07752155014

6pm-7pm

Beavers (term time)

7pm-9pm

Scouts (term time)

9.30am-11.30am Bertie Bears (term time)
1.45pm-4pm Over 50’s Table Tennis
7pm-8.30pm Pilates – Georgia – 07875590724

Thursday

9.45am-11am On Broadway Dance
Bellybuttonmonster@yahoo.co.uk
6pm-7pm

Rainbows (term time)

7pm-8pm

Brownies (term time)

For more information contact the Parish Office 01253 736488

Table Top Sales
If you are interested in booking a table, please contact the Organiser,
Marlene, on 07902 092 215.
The dates for 2022:
and 28th May 2022.

29th January, 25th February, 26th March, 30th April

Creating
dwellingsininLytham
Lytham
Creatingquality
quality dwellings
www.windmillhomes.co.uk
www.windmillhomes.co.uk
Telephone:
Telephone:
01253736601
736601
01253
nicola@windmillgroup.org.uk
nicola@windmillgroup.org.uk

CHRIS DANBY
MONUMENTAL SCULPTOR
MEMORIALS OF DISTINCTION
New Memorials
Additional Inscriptions
Cleaned and Renovated
1 Keilder Court, Lytham, FY8 4TN
Telephone: (01253) 735547
Mobile Number: 07999076534

www.chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk
email: chris@chrisdanbymemorials.co.uk

& FYLDE COAST FENCING LTD
WORKING TOGETHER TO MEET CUSTOMER NEEDS
UNIT 1, THE MILL, BOUNDARY ROAD, LYTHAM

Telephone: 01253 734581
Fence Panels and Garden gates made to measure with fitting
service available. Phone for a free visit and estimate.

We sell a complete range of Trade and D.I.Y products including Timber,
Ironmongery, Building supplies and much more.

A.P. Nelson
MONUMENTAL MASON AND LETTERCUTTER
All Aspects of Memorial Work
New memorials, additional
inscriptions and renovations
27 Albrighton Close, Lostock Hall, Preston, PR5 5LJ

Telephone: 07960 611711
Email: tonynelso@yahoo.co.uk

FYLDE COAST ARC LTD

For all your accident
repair needs.
We are able to professionally repair all makes of vehicle and can
provide free advice on all insurance/private work. We have been
building our business steadily since 1980. Today you will find us
offering an exceptional service to the Fylde Coast and surrounding
areas. Situated at Blackpool Enterprise Zone at Blackpool Airport.
Please go to www.arcblackpool.co.uk to find our easy to get to location
with ample parking available. Please call our customer service advisors
on 01253 347600.

The Ministry Team
Vicar:

Revd Nick Wells
01253 279676

Hon. Assistant Priest:

Licensed Lay
Ministers:

Revd Helen Houston
Revd Peter Law-Jones

Joanne Hutchinson
David Matthews
Nicola Whitehead

Angela Lee
Bev Wells

Our worship services
Daily Prayer will be said on Facebook at 9am on Monday Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings for the time being.

8:30am
BCP Holy
Communion
10:15am
CW Holy
Communion
10:15am
Service of
the Word
12noon
Baptisms

Wednesday
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Parish Office
St Cuthbert’s Church Hall
Church Road
Lytham
FY8 5QL
Tel : 01253 736488
Email: parishoffice@stcuthbertslytham.org
Usual office hours: Monday – Friday 9.00am – 1.00pm
The Vicar’s Day off is Friday; if you need urgent support on a
Friday, please contact Fiona in the office who will be able to put
you in touch with someone who can help.
Website: www.stcuthbertslytham.org.uk
Facebook pages: St John Lytham
St Cuthbert Lytham
Twitter: @cuthbertslytham
YouTube Channel: St Cuthbert’s Lytham

Lytham St Cuthbert is a charity registered in England and Wales
Charity Registration No. 1143673
Registered Office: - St Cuthberts Church, Church Road,
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 5QL
Lytham St John is a charity by exception.

