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6th September 2020
Service of Holy
Communion

The Collect

13th Sunday After
Trinity

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, who called your Church to bear
witness that you were in Christ reconciling the
world to yourself: help us to proclaim the good
news of your love, that all who hear it may be
drawn to you; through him who was lifted up
on the cross, and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
1 Samuel 17: 1-51
The Philistines drew up their troops for battle.
They deployed them at Socoh in Judah, and set
up camp between Socoh and Azekah at Ephes
Dammim. Saul and the Israelites came
together, camped at Oak Valley, and spread
out their troops in battle readiness for the
Philistines. The Philistines were on one hill, the
Israelites on the opposing hill, with the valley
between them.

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and
be faithful to Christ. As we offer ourselves to
him in penitence and faith, we renew our
confidence and trust in his mercy.

A giant nearly ten feet tall stepped out from
the Philistine line into the open, Goliath from
Gath. He had a bronze helmet on his head and
was dressed in armour—126 pounds of it! He
wore bronze shin guards and carried a bronze
sword. His spear was like a fence rail—the
spear tip alone weighed over fifteen pounds.
His shield bearer walked ahead of him.

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, we confess that we have sinned in
thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as
ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help
us to amend what we are, and direct what we
shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and
walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

Goliath stood there and called out to the
Israelite troops, “Why bother using your whole
army? Am I not Philistine enough for you? And
you’re all committed to Saul, aren’t you? So
pick your best fighter and pit him against me. If
he gets the upper hand and kills me, the
Philistines will all become your slaves. But if I
get the upper hand and kill him, you’ll all
become our slaves and serve us. I challenge the
troops of Israel this day. Give me a man. Let us
fight it out together!”

May the God of love and power forgive you
and free you from your sins, heal and
strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to
new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

When Saul and his troops heard the Philistine’s
challenge, they were terrified and lost all hope.

Prayers of Penitence

Enter David. He was the son of Jesse the
Ephrathite from Bethlehem in Judah. Jesse, the
father of eight sons, was himself too old to join
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Saul’s army. Jesse’s three oldest sons had
followed Saul to war. The names of the three
sons who had joined up with Saul were Eliab,
the firstborn; next, Abinadab; and third,
Shammah. David was the youngest son. While
his three oldest brothers went to war with Saul,
David went back and forth from attending to
Saul to tending his father’s sheep in
Bethlehem.
Each morning and evening for forty days,
Goliath took his stand and made his speech.
One day, Jesse told David his son, “Take this
sack of cracked wheat and these ten loaves of
bread and run them down to your brothers in
the camp. And take these ten wedges of
cheese to the captain of their division. Check in
on your brothers to see whether they are
getting along all right, and let me know how
they’re doing—Saul and your brothers, and all
the Israelites in their war with the Philistines in
the Oak Valley.”
David was up at the crack of dawn and, having
arranged for someone to tend his flock, took
the food and was on his way just as Jesse had
directed him. He arrived at the camp just as the
army was moving into battle formation,
shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines
moved into position, facing each other, battleready. David left his bundles of food in the care
of a sentry, ran to the troops who were
deployed, and greeted his brothers. While they
were talking together, the Philistine champion,
Goliath of Gath, stepped out from the front
lines of the Philistines, and gave his usual
challenge. David heard him.
The Israelites, to a man, fell back the moment
they saw the giant—totally frightened. The talk
among the troops was, “Have you ever seen
anything like this, this man openly and defiantly
challenging Israel? The man who kills the giant
will have it made. The king will give him a huge
reward, offer his daughter as a bride, and give
his entire family a free ride.”
David, who was talking to the men standing
around him, asked, “What’s in it for the man
who kills that Philistine and gets rid of this ugly
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blot on Israel’s honour? Who does he think he
is, anyway, this uncircumcised Philistine,
taunting the armies of God-Alive?”
They told him what everyone was saying about
what the king would do for the man who killed
the Philistine.
Eliab, his older brother, heard David
fraternizing with the men and lost his temper:
“What are you doing here! Why aren’t you
minding your own business, tending that
scrawny flock of sheep? I know what you’re up
to. You’ve come down here to see the sights,
hoping for a ringside seat at a bloody battle!”
“What is it with you?” replied David. “All I did
was ask a question.” Ignoring his brother, he
turned to someone else, asked the same
question, and got the same answer as before.
The things David was saying were picked up
and reported to Saul. Saul sent for him.
“Master,” said David, “don’t give up hope. I’m
ready to go and fight this Philistine.”
Saul answered David, “You can’t go and fight
this Philistine. You’re too young and
inexperienced—and he’s been at this fighting
business since before you were born.”
David said, “I’ve been a shepherd, tending
sheep for my father. Whenever a lion or bear
came and took a lamb from the flock, I’d go
after it, knock it down, and rescue the lamb. If
it turned on me, I’d grab it by the throat, wring
its neck, and kill it. Lion or bear, it made no
difference—I killed it. And I’ll do the same to
this Philistine pig who is taunting the troops of
God-Alive. GOD, who delivered me from the
teeth of the lion and the claws of the bear, will
deliver me from this Philistine.”
Saul said, “Go. And GOD help you!”
Then Saul outfitted David as a soldier in
armour. He put his bronze helmet on his head
and belted his sword on him over the armour.
David tried to walk but he could hardly budge.
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David told Saul, “I can’t even move with all this
stuff on me. I’m not used to this.” And he took
it all off.
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sheath, and finished the job by cutting off his
head. When the Philistines saw that their great
champion was dead, they scattered, running
for their lives.

Then David took his shepherd’s staff, selected
five smooth stones from the brook, and put
them in the pocket of his shepherd’s pack, and
with his sling in his hand approached Goliath.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

As the Philistine paced back and forth, his
shield bearer in front of him, he noticed David.
He took one look down on him and sneered—a
mere youngster, apple-cheeked and peachfuzzed.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 18: 15-20

The Philistine ridiculed David. “Am I a dog that
you come after me with a stick?” And he
cursed him by his gods.
“Come on,” said the Philistine. “I’ll make
roadkill of you for the buzzards. I’ll turn you
into a tasty morsel for the field mice.”
David answered, “You come at me with sword
and spear and battle-ax. I come at you in the
name of GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies, the God of
Israel’s troops, whom you curse and mock. This
very day GOD is handing you over to me. I’m
about to kill you, cut off your head, and serve
up your body and the bodies of your Philistine
buddies to the crows and coyotes. The whole
earth will know that there’s an extraordinary
God in Israel. And everyone gathered here will
learn that GOD doesn’t save by means of sword
or spear. The battle belongs to GOD—he’s
handing you to us on a platter!”
That roused the Philistine, and he started
toward David. David took off from the front
line, running toward the Philistine. David
reached into his pocket for a stone, slung it,
and hit the Philistine hard in the forehead,
embedding the stone deeply. The Philistine
crashed, face down in the dirt.
That’s how David beat the Philistine—with a
sling and a stone. He hit him and killed him. No
sword for David!
Then David ran up to the Philistine and stood
over him, pulled the giant’s sword from its

Gospel Reading

Jesus said, ‘If another member of the church
sins against you, go and point out the fault
when the two of you are alone. If the member
listens to you, you have regained that one. But
if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may
be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church; and if the offender
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a
one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector.
Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered in my name, I am there among them.’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Creed
Let us say together The Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
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On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

8.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our
salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of
your praise. In the fullness of time you made us
in your image, the crown of all creation.
You give us breath and speech, that with angels
and archangels and all the powers of heaven
we may find a voice to speak your praise:

Prayers of Intercession
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

The response is
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

And, at the end,
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God
in one body by the cross. We meet in his name
and share his peace.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace.
Look upon us in mercy, not in judgement; draw
us from hatred to love; make the frailty of our
praise a dwelling place for your glory. Amen.

Preparation of the Table
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O
Lord. As a mother tenderly gathers her
children, you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled your love
remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour,
born of Mary, to be the living bread, in whom
all our hungers are satisfied.
He offered his life for sinners, and with a love
stronger than death he opened wide his arms
on the cross.
On the night before he died, he came to supper
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you
thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for
you: do this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.
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Christ is the bread of life:
When we eat this bread and drink this
cup we proclaim your death, Lord Jesus,
until you come in glory.
Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross; we
remember his dying and rising in glory, and we
rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right
hand.
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before
you these gifts of your creation; and build us
into a living temple to your glory.
Bring us at the last with Cuthbert, Aidan and all
the saints to the vision of that eternal
splendour for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom, with
whom, and in whom, with all who stand before
you in earth and heaven, we worship you,
Father almighty, in words of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power be
yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has
taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
When directed, please move forward in silence
to receive the bread. The priest will receive the
wine on behalf of us all.

Prayers after Communion
God our creator, you feed your children with
the true manna, the living bread from heaven:
let this holy food sustain us through our earthly
pilgrimage until we come to that place where
hunger and thirst are no more; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with
the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live
and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

The Blackburn Diocesan Vision Prayer
for Vision 2026
Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us
to make disciples, to be witnesses and to grow
leaders. Give us the eyes to see your vision,
ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit and
courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son,
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you
always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
… … … _-_ … … …
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