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2 August 2020
Service of Holy
Communion

The Collect

8th Sunday After
Trinity

The Greeting
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your
holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence
Paul says ‘Be imitators of God; love as Christ
loved; do not grieve the Holy Spirit; put away all
anger and bitterness, all slander and malice.’
So let us confess our sins to God, who forgives us
in Christ.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have
sinned against you and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed, through
negligence, through weakness, through our own
deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died
for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that we
may serve you in newness of life to the glory of
your name. Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Almighty Lord and everlasting God, we beseech
you to direct, sanctify and govern both our hearts
and bodies in the ways of your laws and the
works of your commandments; that through
your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul; through
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Exodus 3.1-15
Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his
father-in-law, the priest of Midian. He led the
flock to the west end of the wilderness and came
to the mountain of God, Horeb. The angel
of God appeared to him in flames of fire blazing
out of the middle of a bush. He looked. The bush
was blazing away but it didn’t burn up.
Moses said, “What’s going on here? I can’t
believe this! Amazing! Why doesn’t the bush
burn up?”
God saw that he had stopped to look. God called
to him from out of the bush, “Moses! Moses!” He
said, “Yes? I’m right here!”
God said, “Don’t come any closer. Remove your
sandals from your feet. You’re standing on holy
ground.”
Then he said, “I am the God of your father: the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of
Jacob.”
Moses hid his face, afraid to look at God.
God said, “I’ve taken a good, long look at the
affliction of my people in Egypt. I’ve heard their
cries for deliverance from their slave masters; I
know all about their pain. And now I have come
down to help them, pry them loose from the grip
of Egypt, get them out of that country and bring
them to a good land with wide-open spaces, a
land lush with milk and honey, the land of the
Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite,
the Hivite, and the Jebusite.
“The Israelite cry for help has come to me, and
I’ve seen for myself how cruelly they’re being
treated by the Egyptians. It’s time for you to go
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back: I’m sending you to Pharaoh to bring my
people, the People of Israel, out of Egypt.”
Moses answered God, “But why me? What
makes you think that I could ever go to Pharaoh
and lead the children of Israel out of Egypt?”
“I’ll be with you,” God said. “And this will be the
proof that I am the one who sent you: When you
have brought my people out of Egypt, you will
worship God right here at this very mountain.”
Then Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the
People of Israel and I tell them, ‘The God of your
fathers sent me to you’; and they ask me, ‘What
is his name?’ What do I tell them?”
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Tell the
people of Israel, ‘I AM sent me to you.’”
God continued with Moses: “This is what you’re
to say to the Israelites: ‘God, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob sent me to you.’ This has
always been my name, and this is how I always
will be known.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 14.13-21
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But
when the crowds heard it, they followed him on
foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for
them and cured their sick. When it was evening,
the disciples came to him and said, “This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send
the crowds away so that they may go into the
villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said
to them, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They replied, “We have
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” And
he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves,
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples
gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were
filled; and they took up what was left over of the
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broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And those
who ate were about five thousand men, besides
women and children.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Creed
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
Lord, hear us.
Lord, graciously hear us.
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

And, at the end,
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace
God is love and those who live in love live in God
and God lives in them.
The Peace of the Lord be always with you,
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace.
Look upon us in mercy, not in judgement; draw
us from hatred to love; make the frailty of our
praise a dwelling place for your glory. Amen.

Preparation of the Table
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our
salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of your
praise.
In the fullness of time you made us in your image,
the crown of all creation.
You give us breath and speech, that with angels
and archangels and all the powers of heaven we
may find a voice to sing your praise:

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you
embraced a people as your own. When they
turned away and rebelled your love remained
steadfast. From them you raised up Jesus our
Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied. He offered
his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than
death he opened wide his arms on the cross.
On the night before he died, he came to supper
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you
thanks. He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he
gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross; we remember
his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that
he intercedes for us at your right hand. Pour out
your Holy Spirit as we bring before you these gifts
of your creation; may they be for us the body and
blood of your dear Son. As we eat and drink these
holy things in your presence, form us in the
likeness of Christ, and build us into a living temple
to your glory. Remember, Lord, your Church in
every land. Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and
preserve her in peace.
Bring us at the last with all the saints to the vision
of that eternal splendour for which you have
created have created us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and
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heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in
songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the
glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of
Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because
we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the Body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and that he
and feed on him in your hearts by faith and
thanksgiving.
When directed, please move forward in silence to
receive the bread. The priest will receive the wine
on behalf of us all.

Prayers after Communion
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have
taken holy things; may the ears which have heard
your word be deaf to clamour and dispute; may
the tongues which have sung your praise be free
from deceit; may the eyes which have seen the
tokens of your love shine with the light of hope;
and may the bodies which have been fed with
your body be refreshed with the fullness of your
life; glory to you for ever. Amen.
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Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off you met us in your
Son and brought us home. Dying and living, he
declared your love, gave us grace, and opened
the gate of glory. May we who share Christ’s
body live his risen life; we who drink his cup bring
life to others; we whom the Spirit lights give light
to the world. Keep us firm in the hope you have
set before us, so we and all your children shall be
free, and the whole earth live to praise your
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blackburn Diocesan Prayer
for Vision 2026
Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to
make disciples, to be witnesses and to grow
leaders. Give us the eyes to see your vision, ears
to hear the prompting of your Spirit and courage
to follow in the footsteps of your Son, our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Blessing
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we
meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His
hand.
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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