
4th Sunday after 
Trinity 

5th July 2020 

The Greeting 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 

Prayer of Preparation 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Confession 
The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be 
faithful to Christ. As we offer ourselves to him in 
penitence and faith, we renew our confidence and 
trust in his mercy. 
God of mercy,  
we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and 
said and done, and are mindful of all that we have 
failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day  
in the light of Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse you from your 
sins and restore you in his image to the praise and 
glory of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you,  
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:   
increase and multiply upon us your mercy;   
that with you as our ruler and guide  
we may so pass through things temporal  
that we lose not our hold on things eternal;   
grant this, heavenly Father,  
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever.   
Amen. 

First Reading     Genesis 37:1-36 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived 
as an alien, the land of Canaan.  This is the story of 
the family of Jacob. 

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding 
the flock with his brothers; he was a helper to the 
sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and 
Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 
father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other 
of his children, because he was the son of his old 
age; and he had made him a long robe with 
sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father 
loved him more than all his brothers, they hated 
him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers, they hated him even more. He said to 
them, “Listen to this dream that I dreamed.  There 
we were, binding sheaves in the field. Suddenly my 
sheaf rose and stood upright; then your sheaves 
gathered around it, and bowed down to my 
sheaf.” His brothers said to him, “Are you indeed to 
reign over us? Are you indeed to have dominion 
over us?” So they hated him even more because of 
his dreams and his words. 
 He had another dream, and told it to his brothers, 
saying, “Look, I have had another dream: the sun, 
the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to 
me.” But when he told it to his father and to his 
brothers, his father rebuked him, and said to him, 
“What kind of dream is this that you have had? Shall 
we indeed come, I and your mother and your 
brothers, and bow to the ground before you?” So his 
brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the 
matter in mind. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock 
near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not 
your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? 
Come, I will send you to them.” He answered, “Here 
I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well 
with your brothers and with the flock; and bring 
word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of 
Hebron. 

He came to Shechem, and a man found him 
wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What 
are you seeking?”  “I am seeking my brothers,” he 
said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the 
flock.”  The man said, “They have gone away, for I 
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” So Joseph 
went after his brothers, and found them at 
Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before 
he came near to them, they conspired to kill 



him. They said to one another, “Here comes this 
dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him 
into one of the pits; then we shall say that a wild 
animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will 
become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, 
he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us 
not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no 
blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, 
but lay no hand on him”—that he might rescue him 
out of their hand and restore him to his father. So 
when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped 
him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves[b] that he 
wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. 
The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw 
a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with 
their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their 
way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his 
brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and 
conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is 
our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers 
agreed. When some Midianite traders passed by, 
they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and 
sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of 
silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that 
Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes. He 
returned to his brothers, and said, “The boy is gone; 
and I, where can I turn?” Then they took Joseph’s 
robe, slaughtered a goat, and dipped the robe in the 
blood. They had the long robe with sleeves[c] taken 
to their father, and they said, “This we have found; 
see now whether it is your son’s robe or not.” He 
recognized it, and said, “It is my son’s robe! A wild 
animal has devoured him; Joseph is without doubt 
torn to pieces.” Then Jacob tore his garments, and 
put sackcloth on his loins, and mourned for his son 
many days. All his sons and all his daughters sought 
to comfort him; but he refused to be comforted, and 
said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol to my son, 
mourning.” Thus his father bewailed 
him. Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in 
Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the 
captain of the guard. 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 
The Lord's my Shepherd I'll not want 
He makes me lie in pastures green 
He leads me by the still still waters 
His goodness restores my soul 

And I will trust in You alone 
And I will trust in You alone 
For Your endless mercy follows me 
Your goodness will lead me home 

He guides my ways in righteousness 
And He anoints my head with oil 
And my cup it overflows with joy 
I feast on His pure delights 

And though I walk the darkest path 
I will not fear the evil one 
For You are with me 
And Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know 

CCLI Song # 1585970 Stuart Townend  
© 1996 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Integrity Music) 

Gospel Reading 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

To what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to 
one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they 
say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 

Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1107b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-1116c


The Creed 
Let us declare our faith in God 

We believe in God the Father,  
From whom every family 
In heaven and earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, 
Who lives in our lives through faith, 
And fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the holy spirit, 
Who strengthens us 
With power from on high. 

We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 

Prayers of Intercession 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The Peace 
Let love be genuine, never pay back evil for evil. 
As far as it lies with you, live at peace with everyone. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Table 

Hymn 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Saviour has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 

The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 

CCLI Song # 4768151 Chris Tomlin | John Newton | Louie Giglio  
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 

When we turned away you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 

In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 

On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in 
glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 

With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 



and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Giving of Communion 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 
Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

The priest will receive the bread and wine on behalf 
of us all. 

Prayers after Communion 
Eternal God, 
comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 
you have fed us at the table of life and hope: 
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 
that all the world may acknowledge 
the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Almighty God,  
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and  
bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
Amen. 

The Blackburn Diocesan Vision Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to 
make disciples, to be witnesses and to grow leaders. 
Give us the eyes to see your vision, ears to hear the 
prompting of your Spirit and courage to follow in the 
footsteps of your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.   
Amen. 

Blessing 
The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
In the name of Christ. Amen 
      Hymn 

You shall go out with joy 
And be led forth with peace 
The mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And all the trees of the field 
Will clap will clap their hands 

And all the trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
The trees of the field 
Will clap their hands 
While you go out with joy 
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