12th July
2020
5th Sunday
after Trinity
The Greeting
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us
Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Confession
The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be
faithful to Christ.
As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith,
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.
Father eternal, giver of light and grace,
we have sinned against you and against our
neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we have
said and done, through ignorance, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We have wounded your love, and marred your image
in us. We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all
our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from
darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
The Collect
Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church
is governed and sanctified: hear our prayer which we
offer for all your faithful people, that in their vocation
and ministry they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name; through our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

First Reading - Genesis 41:1-41
After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was
standing by the Nile, and there came up out of the
Nile seven sleek and fat cows, and they grazed in the
reed grass. Then seven other cows, ugly and thin,
came up out of the Nile after them, and stood by the
other cows on the bank of the Nile. The ugly and thin
cows ate up the seven sleek and fat cows. And
Pharaoh awoke. Then he fell asleep and dreamed a
second time; seven ears of grain, plump and good,
were growing on one stalk. Then seven ears, thin and
blighted by the east wind, sprouted after them. The
thin ears swallowed up the seven plump and full ears.
Pharaoh awoke, and it was a dream. In the morning
his spirit was troubled; so he sent and called for all
the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men. Pharaoh
told them his dreams, but there was no one who
could interpret them to Pharaoh.
Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I
remember my faults today. Once Pharaoh was angry
with his servants, and put me and the chief baker in
custody in the house of the captain of the guard. We
dreamed on the same night, he and I, each having a
dream with its own meaning. A young Hebrew was
there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard.
When we told him, he interpreted our dreams to us,
giving an interpretation to each according to his
dream. As he interpreted to us, so it turned out; I was
restored to my office, and the baker was hanged.”
Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was hurriedly
brought out of the dungeon. When he had shaved
himself and changed his clothes, he came in before
Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a
dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I
have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream
you can interpret it.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is
not I; God will give Pharaoh a favourable
answer.” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I
was standing on the banks of the Nile; and seven
cows, fat and sleek, came up out of the Nile and fed in
the reed grass. Then seven other cows came up after
them, poor, very ugly, and thin. Never had I seen such
ugly ones in all the land of Egypt. The thin and ugly
cows ate up the first seven fat cows, but when they
had eaten them no one would have known that they
had done so, for they were still as ugly as before.
Then I awoke. I fell asleep a second time and I saw in
my dream seven ears of grain, full and good, growing
on one stalk, and seven ears, withered, thin, and
blighted by the east wind, sprouting after them; and
the thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. But

when I told it to the magicians, there was no one who
could explain it to me.”
Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s dreams are
one and the same; God has revealed to Pharaoh what
he is about to do. The seven good cows are seven
years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the
dreams are one. The seven lean and ugly cows that
came up after them are seven years, as are the seven
empty ears blighted by the east wind. They are seven
years of famine. It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown
to Pharaoh what he is about to do. There will come
seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of
Egypt. After them there will arise seven years of
famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land
of Egypt; the famine will consume the land. The
plenty will no longer be known in the land because of
the famine that will follow, for it will be very
grievous. And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means
that the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly
bring it about. Now therefore let Pharaoh select a
man who is discerning and wise, and set him over the
land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint
overseers over the land, and take one-fifth of the
produce of the land of Egypt during the seven
plenteous years. Let them gather all the food of these
good years that are coming, and lay up grain under
the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let
them keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land
against the seven years of famine that are to befall
the land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish
through the famine.”
The proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his
servants. Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find
anyone else like this—one in whom is the spirit of
God?” So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has
shown you all this, there is no one so discerning and
wise as you. You shall be over my house, and all my
people shall order themselves as you command; only
with regard to the throne will I be greater than
you.” And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you
over all the land of Egypt.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Hymn
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now I'm found
Was blind but now I see
Through countless dangers, doubts and fears
I have already come
Gods grace has brought me safely here
And grace will lead me home

My chains are gone I've been set free
My God my Saviour has ransomed me
And like a flood His mercy rains
Unending love amazing grace
His guiding hand shall be my stay
His strength with me abide
And though I stumble day by day
He shall not leave my side
This earth will one day melt like snow
The sun refuse to shine
Yet God, who sent me here below
Will be forever mine
You'll be forever mine
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Gospel Reading - Matthew 13:1-9
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat
beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered
away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good
soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God
We believe in God the Father,
From whom every family
In heaven and earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
Who lives in our lives through faith,
And fills us with his love.
We believe in God the holy spirit,
Who strengthens us
With power from on high.
We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Peace
Let love be genuine, never pay back evil for evil.
As far as it lies with you, live at peace with everyone.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
The Preparation of the Table
Hymn
I am a new creation
No more in condemnation
Here in the grace of God I stand
My heart is overflowing
My love just keeps on growing
Here in the grace of God I stand
And I will praise You Lord
Yes I will praise You Lord
And I will sing of all that You have done
A joy that knows no limit
A lightness in my spirit
Here in the grace of God I stand
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The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.
For he is your living Word;
through him you have created all things from the
beginning,
and formed us in your own image.

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of
sin, giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon
the cross; you raised him from the dead
and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us a people
for your own possession.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension;
we look for the coming of your kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power,
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The priest receives the bread & wine on our behalf.
Prayers after Communion
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,
that the course of this world may be so peaceably
ordered by your governance, that your Church may
joyfully serve you in all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and
bodies to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.
The Blackburn Diocesan Vision Prayer

Heavenly Father, we embrace your call for us to make
disciples, to be witnesses and to grow leaders.
Give us the eyes to see your vision,
ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit
and courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son,
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Blessing
The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
Hymn
Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voices
Who wondrous things has done
In whom His world rejoices
Who from our mother's arms
Has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love
And still is ours today
O may this bounteous God
Through all our life be near us
With ever joyful hearts
And blessed peace to cheer us
And keep us in His grace
And guide us when perplexed
And free us from all ills
In this world and the next
All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given
The Son and Him who reigns
With them in highest heaven
The one eternal God
Whom earth and heaven adore
For thus it was is now
And shall be evermore
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