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The Greeting
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Prayer of Preparation
Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and
faith.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Old Testament Reading
Genesis Chapter 45:1-20, 25-28
Joseph couldn’t hold himself in any longer, keeping up
a front before all his attendants. He cried out, “Leave!
Clear out—everyone leave!” So there was no one with
Joseph when he identified himself to his brothers. But
his sobbing was so violent that the Egyptians couldn’t
help but hear him. The news was soon reported to
Pharaoh’s palace.
Joseph spoke to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my
father really still alive?” But his brothers couldn’t say a
word. They were speechless—they couldn’t believe
what they were hearing and seeing.
“Come closer to me,” Joseph said to his brothers. They
came closer. “I am Joseph your brother whom you sold
into Egypt. But don’t feel badly, don’t blame yourselves
for selling me. God was behind it. God sent me here
ahead of you to save lives. There has been a famine in
the land now for two years; the famine will continue
for five more years—neither plowing nor harvesting.
God sent me on ahead to pave the way and make sure
there was a remnant in the land, to save your lives in
an amazing act of deliverance. So you see, it wasn’t
you who sent me here but God. He set me in place as a
father to Pharaoh, put me in charge of his personal
affairs, and made me ruler of all Egypt.
Hurry back to my father. Tell him, ‘Your son Joseph
says: I’m master of all of Egypt. Come as fast as you can
and join me here. I’ll give you a place to live in Goshen
where you’ll be close to me—you, your children, your
grandchildren, your flocks, your herds, and anything
else you can think of. I’ll take care of you there
completely. There are still five more years of famine
ahead; I’ll make sure all your needs are taken care of,
you and everyone connected with you—you won’t
want for a thing.’

“Look at me. You can see for yourselves, and my
brother Benjamin can see for himself, that it’s me, my
own mouth, telling you all this. Tell my father all about
the high position I hold in Egypt, tell him everything
you’ve seen here, but don’t take all day—hurry up and
get my father down here.”
Then Joseph threw himself on his brother Benjamin’s
neck and wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. He
then kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Only
then were his brothers able to talk with him.
The story was reported in Pharaoh’s palace: “Joseph’s
brothers have come.” It was good news to Pharaoh
and all who worked with him.
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘This is the
plan: Load up your pack animals; go to Canaan, get
your father and your families and bring them back
here. I’ll settle you on the best land in Egypt—you’ll
live off the fat of the land.’
“Also tell them this: ‘Here’s what I want you to do:
Take wagons from Egypt to carry your little ones and
your wives and load up your father and come back.
Don’t worry about having to leave things behind; the
best in all of Egypt will be yours.’”
They left Egypt and went back to their father Jacob in
Canaan. When they told him, “Joseph is still alive—and
he’s the ruler over the whole land of Egypt!” he went
numb; he couldn’t believe his ears. But the more they
talked, telling him everything that Joseph had told
them and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had
sent to carry him back, the blood started to flow
again—their father Jacob’s spirit revived. Israel said,
“I’ve heard enough—my son Joseph is still alive. I’ve
got to go and see him before I die.”
This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Hymn
Majesty worship His majesty
Unto Jesus be glory, honour and praise
Majesty kingdom authority
Flow from His throne
Unto His own His anthem raise
So exalt lift up on high The name of Jesus
Magnify come glorify Christ Jesus the King
Majesty worship His majesty
Jesus who died now glorified King of all kings
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Gospel Reading
Matthew 13 : 44-52
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said - “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then
in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,
and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like
the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Creed
Let us declare our faith in God.
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.
We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.
We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace
God will speak peace to his people,
To those who turn to him in their hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Hymn
Brother sister let me serve you
Let me be as Christ to you
Pray that I might have the grace to
Let you be my servant too
We are pilgrims on a journey
and companions on the road
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile and bear the load
I will hold the Christ-light for you
In the night time of your fear
I will hold my hand out to you
Speak the peace you long to hear
I will weep when you are weeping
When you laugh I'll laugh with you
I will share your joy and sorrow
Till we've seen this journey through
When we sing to God in heaven
We shall find such harmony
Born of all we've known together
Of Christ's love and agony
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Look upon us in mercy not in judgement;
draw us from hatred to love;
make the frailty of our praise
a dwelling place for your glory.
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here
His Spirit is with us
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, Lord God,
our light and our salvation;
to you be glory and praise for ever.
From the beginning you have created all things
and all your works echo the silent music of your praise.

In the fullness of time you made us in your image,
the crown of all creation.
You give us breath and speech, that with angels and
archangels and all the powers of heaven
we may find a voice to sing your praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.
As a mother tenderly gathers her children,
you embraced a people as your own.
When they turned away and rebelled
your love remained steadfast.
From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, born of
Mary,
to be the living bread,
in whom all our hungers are satisfied.
He offered his life for sinners,
and with a love stronger than death
he opened wide his arms on the cross.
On the night before he died,
he came to supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.
He broke it and gave it to them, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Father, we plead with confidence
his sacrifice made once for all upon the cross;
we remember his dying and rising in glory,
and we rejoice that he intercedes for us at your right
hand.
Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you
these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear
Son.
As we eat and drink these holy things in your presence,
form us in the likeness of Christ,
and build us into a living temple to your glory.
Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
Reveal her unity, guard her faith,
and preserve her in peace.
Bring us at the last with all the saints
to the vision of that eternal splendour
for which you have created us;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of
everlasting praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is kingdom, the power,
and the glory for ever and ever.
Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.
As I receive this the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for us,
and his blood which he shed for us.
May this be in remembrance that he died for each one
of us,
and that He will continually feed each of our hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.
The president receives communion.

Prayer after Communion
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Blackburn Diocesan Prayer for Vision 2026
Heavenly Father,
we embrace your call for us to make disciples,
to be witnesses and to grow leaders.
Give us the eyes to see your vision,
ears to hear the prompting of your Spirit
and courage to follow in the footsteps of your Son,
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Hymn
Ye holy angels bright
Who wait at God's right hand
Or through the realms of light
Fly at your Lord's command
Assist our song
Or else the theme
Too high doth seem
For mortal tongue
Ye blessed souls at rest
Who ran this early race
and now, from sin release
behold his Saviours face
God's praises sound
As in His sight
With sweet delight
Ye do abound

Ye saints who toil below
Adore your heavenly King
And onward as ye go
Some joyful anthem sing
Take what He gives
and praise Him still
through good and ill
who ever lives
My soul bear thou thy part
triumph in God above
and with a well-tuned heart
sing thou the songs of love
Let all the days
till life shall end
what'er He send
be filled with praise
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Blessing
May God
who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the sky,
who leads the lambs to pasture and the deer to water,
who multiplied loaves and fishes and changed water
into wine,
lead us, feed us, multiply us,
and change us to reflect the glory of our Creator
now and through all eternity;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ.
Amen.
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